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The Town Council

The Town Council is made up of 15 Councillors representing the 3
wards of Sodbury; South West, North East and Old Sodbury Wards.
Councillors are elected at Parish elections which take place every
4 years. The position of Town Councillor is voluntary (unpaid)
and members commit much time to supporting and making
improvements for residents and visitors to Sodbury.

The Town Council office is at 26 High Street and there are
2 members of staff; the Clerk Mrs Cate Davidson and Assistant
Clerk Mrs Jackie Murley. If you have any queries or would like to
make suggestions to the Council you can contact us by using the
details at the end of this newsletter.

The Council has four committees which meet periodically
throughout the year. More information can be found out about
the committees and responsibilities on our website.

Mayor’s Message
Once again it has been an honour and
privilege to represent the Community as
Mayor for another year.
2020 started well and we were all looking
forward to a fantastic line up of events that
would take place over the coming months
in Sodbury.
Sadly, this all changed in March with the arrival of Covid-19 in the
UK. It quickly became very apparent that we were in the midst of
a global pandemic and pretty much everything we know and love
would come to a grinding halt, almost overnight. Lockdown in the
Spring for over three months became our new normal and 2021 has
started similarly.
Out of bad always comes good and we saw a huge number of local
people pulling together to support the elderly and those shielding

The Mayor’s Awards

both practically and emotionally. This work has been supported by
Sodbury and Yate Town Councils and Dodington Parish Council
and is continuing into the new year.
With the arrival of the new Covid-19 vaccine, we should now
only be a matter of months away from our lives returning to some
semblance of normality. I would like to urge the residents of
Sodbury to support our local shops, pubs, restaurants, cafes and
businesses as the impact of their closure over recent months has
had a tremendous effect on their revenues.    
Whilst our meetings continue to take place via Zoom your local
councillors are available, Contact details are on our website.
  
On behalf of Sodbury Town Council, fellow councillors and
the office team, I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy
2021.
  
Cllr James Ball.
Mayor of Sodbury.

those who needed it, for a Mayor’s Award.

In March 2020 much normal business came to a sudden halt due to
the Covid-19 Pandemic. This included our Annual Town Council
meeting where our Mayor’s Awards were due to take place.

A nomination form is on our website and the closing date is 30th
March 2021 (please contact the office if you need to collect a paper
copy). Nominations will be considered by a panel of Councillors
with awards being declared in April, We will distribute these in line
with social distancing guidelines at the time.

During 2020 we saw much wonderful work in our community to
support local residents who were unable to go about their normal
business. We are inviting you to nominate those residents of
Sodbury who have volunteered during a very tricky year to support

There are so many unsung heroes in our town and we look forward
to hearing about as many of them as possible.

Community Grants
The Town Council has a small budget for grants to support and
promote community activity within the parish. By providing
financial support for community organisations working for the
benefit of residents, the Council’s intention is to improve the range
of activities and services within Chipping Sodbury and
Old Sodbury.

Grants are targeted at local organisations benefiting local people.
It is therefore not possible to consider providing grants to national
organisations without a locally based group or to individuals.
The application period runs from 1st April to the end of August
each year with decisions being made in September. Full details can
be found on our website.
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Council Meetings

The Town Council meets on the second Tuesday of each month
in the Council Chamber at 26 High Street (by Zoom during the
pandemic). In addition to this the Council has three Committees
which meet at differing intervals throughout the year. The dates for
all meetings can be found on our website.

Remembrance Parade

The Town Council co-ordinates the Remembrance Service which
takes place at 3pm on Remembrance Sunday this year being 14th
November. In 2020 we sadly had to cancel the formal parade but
we very much hope to resume normal activities this year.

Full Council and Committee meetings are open to the public.
There is a 20 minute public participation section at the start of each
Full Council meeting for you to address councillors on any subject
you wish. Meeting agendas are published one week before each
meeting and can be found on our website along with the minutes
of previous meetings.

A Parade gathers in Rounceval Street from 2pm and marches
towards the War Memorial for the service to start promptly. Each
year we welcome more people to the Town to take part in this act of
Remembrance.
If you represent an organisation which would like to be involved in
this event please contact the office.

2021 Census

The 2021 Census will take place on 21st March. The information
collected from the Census is used by the Government to shape
policy, allocate resources, plan services and monitor equality.
Census 2021 will be the first run predominantly online, with
households receiving a letter with a unique access code, allowing
them to complete the questionnaire on their comupters, phones or
tablets. Paper copies will be available where required.
The Census is administered by the Office for National Statistics.
More information can be found at census.gov.uk.

Summer Play Scheme

Most years the Town Council runs a summer play scheme for the
benefit of primary school age children from Chipping and Old
Sodbury. In 2020 we had to adapt the provision and held a week
of athletics on the The Ridings. Previous years have seen us have 2
weeks of play sessions run by Youth in Sodbury in the Youth Club
on Hounds Road.
At this time we are unsure what provision we will have this year,
please keep an eye on our website for more information in the
Spring.
Our summer play provision is free of charge to ensure as many local
children can attend as possible. To enable us to administer this we
will have a pre-booking system with application forms being on our
website in due course.
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Tackling The Climate Emergency

The Town Council recognises the need to take urgent action to
address climate change and are keen to engage with local residents
to pursue any ideas that will make a difference.
To this end a small group of councillors have started work to
explore a range of opportunities that can have a real impact locally.
These include subjects such as finding spaces to plant more trees,
encouraging us all to shop locally buying local produce, to reduce
waste and of course to consider how we can all reduce the carbon
footprint associated with travel and heating our homes.
If you have any ideas or want to become involved then the council
would love to hear from you.

Domestic Lighting

A quick and easy way to reduce carbon emissions and save a bit of
money is to replace any ‘old fashioned’ light bulbs with LED bulbs.
A 60 watt bulb can be replaced with an equivalent LED bulb for
around £2, and if this is used for 3 hours per day, could save £8 a
year per bulb. In environmental terms this would lead to a reduction
in CO2 of 14kg per year.

Wrap up your home this winter

Make your home warmer and your energy bills cheaper with a
government Green Homes Grant.
Homeowners in England, including landlords, can get up to £5,000
to pay part of the cost of energy saving measures like insulation.
Low income households can get 100% of the costs of work covered
up to £10,000.
Make sure you’re one of the 600,000 households who could save
up to £600 a year on energy bills by applying today. Installing
energy efficient home improvements also cuts emissions, which
is better for the environment. See the government website for the
grant details.

Tree Planting

The Town Council is working with two voluntary groups,
Sodbury Woodland and Nature (SWaN) and Climate Action Yate
and Chipping Sodbury (CAYACS), to increase the number of trees
in the parish. This is in support of the South Gloucestershire
target to double tree cover by 2030, a target which is made more
challenging by the loss of ash trees due to die back, which account
for 20% of existing trees. If you know of any areas suitable for
planting, large or small, please contact the council.
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